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2005 On-Site Evaluation Program

Evaluation Form

(Please type)

Name of Organization/Artist:  911 Media Arts Center
Title of Event: Wave Transformations     
Date/Time of Site Visit:  Saturday, April 23, 2005
Location: 402 9th Ave North, Seattle, WA 98109
1. Describe the event, performance, program or exhibition
The media installation by NY photo artist Rosalind Schneider is called “Wave Transformations.”  This is truly one of the most exciting installations I’ve seen in years!

This, Rosalind’s first exhibition in Seattle,  fills the private gallery space with a large, white weather balloon, onto which video images  collected along the Florida coast are projected. The images, collected over a two month period, concentrate on detailed observation of the beach, sky and movement of the waves.  The 20 minute “loop” of video images, accompanied by corresponding sound, is mesmerizing.  I was fortunate in being allowed to view the installation completely on my own, where I could sit on a bench in the darkened room (door closed) and really allow myself to “float” as the images came and went on the huge white sphere.   Yoko Ono would be pleased. 

A smaller installation, in another of the 911 Media offices, was merely a scaled-down version of the show in the main gallery.  Instead of a 20 ft balloon, (which you simply have to touch gently!) this variation is a 20” balloon (either plastic or glass) with all the properties of a “sleep orb.”   Very seductive installation and certainly very marketable.  If there was a way of producing this sensory-soothing art piece, I can see it replacing nightlights and music boxes in childrens bedrooms. Heck – I’d install one of these in my sleep space NOW, if I could get my hands on one.
2. Quality and Community Impact (may refer to any of the following:Technical Skills—i.e. the content, choreography, score, or exhibit; Relationship of the Work to the Mission of the Organization; Creative Innovation; Presentation of Performance, Exhibit, etc.—i.e. performance or exhibit design; direction; production design; etc.; Ability to Fill a Niche in Community—i.e. offering something not previously widely available in the community, etc.; Educational Nature of Programming—i.e. program notes, introduction or narration, pre/post discussions or lectures, etc.; Community Support—i.e. involvement of community members in performance or organization, sponsorship or partnerships noted, etc.)
     This exhibition certainly is in keeping with 911 Media Arts Center’s mission of supporting   creative use of media as both communication and artistic expression.  The strength of this installation by Rosalind Schneider offers up a virtual “guiding light” that should prove infectious to both novice artists and seasoned professionals.  “Wave Transformations” appeals to all ages and nationalities.  It’s universal theme rules out

Prejudice and welcomes all who are fortunate enough to enter the darkened gallery space.

Wonderful classroom space, editing bays, offices.  Front lobby is inviting, but could use some upgrades in the way of furniture, flooring, lighting.

Artist in Residence space is terrific.  List of programs and upcoming presentations and special events is impressive.  
3. Facility (Suitability of the performance or exhibition space; Public Spaces and Amenities;  Accessibility, etc.)

Easy access – via front or back entry way.  Suitable bench for thoughtviewing, approximately ten feet from artwork.  The gallery is actually idea, with it’s high ceilings and cool floor.  The only detracting aspect of the installation was the abrupt “edge” of the floating space, caused by the sizeable rug of black felt that was placed underneath the white balloon to insure optimum absorbtion of light.  I’m sure each curator will be enticed to “play” with this piece, limited only by a very few technical limitations.  I could envision this piece in a room where the floor has been covered in it’s entirety with a black, light-absorbing rug.  This would add greatly to the sense of the huge orb “floating”.  Smaller pieces could be accomodated in all sorts of spaces or configurations.  Current sound is more than adequate for this installation, but I can envision adding speakers to enhance the already-present “surround sound” feeling.  One other note:  Although I’m not normally one to suggest painting a perfectly lovely wooden door, it would seem that in future, if expos will be viewed with gallery door closed – that it might add to the overall look if at least the back of the door to the gallery could be painted white.  The pale wood door, along with the edge of the black undercloth, brought the senses, and my eyes, back to the realization that inspite of the strengths of the art piece, we were afterall, still in a room.

4. Audience (Size of Audience; Demographics; Age of Audience; Relation to Community; etc.)

In addition to viewing the exhibition, I was able to tour the new facility on a Saturday afternoon when it was actually quite alive with other artists, 911Media instructors and people from the community.  The  screening room was over half-filled with a very attentive audience, which looked to be a combination of students, community and other artists.  The editing bays were winding down after a class – which gave me optimum opportunity to view the workspace, meet the instructor, and have a sense of production equipment on available.  Even while I spoke to the assistant Director,  Caroline Cumming and Board Member Robert Parker, there was a steady stream of people of all ages, moving about the center.
5. Other Considerations (Diversity of Participants—i.e. age, ethnicity, special populations; Marketing—i.e.promotion at event, program, etc.; Coordination—flow of event, event staff and volunteers, etc.; Additional Comments.)

The large lobby – the first space you see when you enter the center -  has enormous potential but could use something that will bump it up a bit,  whether it be the donation of stronger artwork for the walls, a standing fireplace or upscale furniture and flooring.  The lighting is efficient and very well thought out – particularly the modern chandelier outside the main exhibition space.  There is a serviceable kitchen, clean and spacious bathrooms and a brightness thanks to the high wall of windows along the front side of the building.  Once other critical needs have been met – the 911 Media Center should seek funding for better on-street signage – that is visible from down the block. (i.e. an awning, a three-dimensional, lighted sign  or even a banner.    This new space is fabulous.  Great potential and well deserving of funding.
                                                                       Nancy Clendaniel                               4/23/05

Site Evaluator   

Date 


The media installation by NY photo artist Rosalind Schneider is called “Wave Transformations.”  This is truly one of the most exciting installations I’ve seen in years!

This, Rosalind’s first exhibition in Seattle,  fills the private gallery space with a large, white weather balloon, onto which video images  collected along the Florida coast are projected. The images, collected over a two month period, concentrate on detailed observation of the beach, sky and movement of the waves.  The 20 minute “loop” of video images, accompanied by corresponding sound, is mesmerizing.  I was fortunate in being allowed to view the installation completely on my own, where I could sit on a bench in the darkened room (door closed) and really allow myself to “float” as the images came and went on the huge white sphere.   Yoko Ono would be pleased. 

This exhibition certainly is in keeping with 911 Media Arts Center’s mission of supporting   creative use of media as both communication and artistic expression.  The strength of this installation by Rosalind Schneider offers up a virtual “guiding light” that should prove infectious to both novice artists and seasoned professionals.  “Wave Transformations” appeals to all ages and nationalities.  It’s universal theme rules out Prejudice and welcomes all who are fortunate enough to enter the darkened gallery space.

Nancy Clendaniel                        

4Culture, Seattle, Wa.
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