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Forms/Forces: An Evening with Film Artist Rosalind Schneider

(Experimental Revival)

Film Studies Center (University of Chicago) - Friday, 7pm

It's a constant wonder at how much there is still to discover (or

re-discover) about experimental film (actually, all film). Even for those of

us who consider ourselves fairly well versed in the form's history, there

are always unexpected, and unknown, films and artists to contend with. The

Film Studies Center provides an opportunity to do just that, with a

screening and appearance by Rosalind Schneider, who began making films in

the 1970s as an outgrowth of her artistic practice in other media.

Schneider, who has since moved to digital works, made a number of films in

the 70s and 80s that, from their descriptions, are visually rich works—both

in their subject matter (the natural world; the human form) and in their

construction (elaborate optical printing, for example). Tonight's program

features three films: ABSTRACTION (1971), EARTH SAGA (1980), and the

triple-screen PARALLAX (1973). ABSTRACTION is composed of densely layered

and highly distorted imagery of female nudes, nature footage, and occasional

objects, and is set to a clanging, discordant musical score. Eschewing the

sensual and beautiful, the film is raw and visceral—almost harrowing—in its

effect. It stands at a transitional point for female experimental makers,

between the exploration of the film medium itself and the more explicitly

political and feminist works that were just beginning to be seen. PARALLAX

would seem to extend these visual strategies to a multi-projector format and

EARTH SAGA takes the volcanic landscape of Iceland as its subject. Schneider

in person. Introduced by PhD candidate Artemis Willis. (1971-80, approx. 51

min, 16mm and 16mm triple projection) PF
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